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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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"Keeping  everlastingly  at  it  brings  suc- 
cess." Results  often  come  slowly  in  extension 
work  and  the  workers  are  liaole  to  become  dis- 
couraged with  the  progress  they  are  making.  The 
above  q.uctation  is  well  worth  keeping  in  mind  and 
when  things  do  not  move  ^.uito  to  our  liking  just 
keep  everlastingly  at  it  but  plan  Cca'efully  and 
make  every  move  count . 
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Office  of  Horticultural  and  Pomological  Investigations 
and  States  Relations  Service  Cooperating, 

U.  3.  bepartmsnu  of  Agrr culture, 

Washington,  h.  C. 


Vi/ork  AccoiTiplished  o-nd  Projected. 


Within  the  pc^st  few  days  we  h^ve  been  called  iTpon  to  fnrhish  progress 
reports  upon  the  work  being  conducted  in  extension  horticulture  from  the 
stc*ndpoint  of  the  Pop.^rtmsnt . In  view  ox'  tne  short  apple  crop  in  most 
sections  much  of  the  demonstration  work  in  sprci-ying  vra.s  discontinued  for 
the  past  S0ca,son.  For  tMs  ree^son  it  will  be  e^tremel,v  important  th;5.t  more 
thorough  spraying  be  done  the  coming  season  in  order  to  cvercofuS  the  results 
of  the  neglect  last  season.  So  far  prospects  for  fruit  in  i;92k  are  excellent 
and.  it  is  now  time  to  aayocc<,te  an  active  vcaapaign  to  combao  both  insect  and 
disease  pests. 

Extension  work  with  vegetables  has  received  great  impetus  during  the 
past  year  and  the  results  of  dexuonst.rations  conducted  by  tne  state  worxLers 
hxave  been  largely  accepted  by  the  growers,  The  outstanding  problems  con- 
fronting the  nor ti cultural  specialists  in  the  stages  consist  mainiy  of  the 
following : 

Securing  of  improved  seeds  and  the  development  of  better  strains  of 
our  common  vegetables. 

Txie  problem  of  adeviuate  and  reliaole  certification  of  seed  p^otatoes 
both  Irish  potatoes  and  sweet  potatoes. 

The  probxem  of  maintaining  soil  fertility  of  our  fruit  and  truck 
lands  under  a greatly  aiminished  suppiy  of  staoie  manure, 

The  control  of  insects  and  diseases  of  horticultur.ai  crops  through 
spraying,  crop  rotation  and  other  methods. 

The  growing,  storage  and  marketing  of  sweet  potatoes  wnich  naVe  become 
an  important  commercial  crop  in  no  less  than  24  states. 

The  profitable  production  of  canning  crops.,  especially  of  tomatoes,  peas 
and  corn  has  presented  a distinct  problem  for  the  extension  workers  of 

several ^ states . Fortunately  the  work  of  the  investigational  forces  along 
these  lines  has  progressed  to  a point  where  tne  extension  worker  Xias  something 
definite  to  base  Ms  demo  ns  tf  at  ions  upon^ 

The  personnel  of  the  horticultural  extension  forces  has  not  changed 
to  such  a degree  during  tne  past  year  as  auring  the  previous  year  and  tne  men 
are  now  unuertaking  the  ^voi’k  from  a 3tand^..oint  of  gretxter  permanency.  State 
workers,  restricted  to  a considerable  degree  regarding  travel  outside  their 
own  states,  have  little  opportunity  to  observe  uiie  iiiethoo.s  being  followed  oy 
others.  Certain  problems,  like  the  seed  liOtato  proposition,  are  reglona], 
and  it  is  very  essential  tr^at  there  be  a aexinite  under standi.ng  among  the 
workers  of  the  several  states  involved.  Cases  nave  bee.n  observed  recently 
where  the  horticultural  specialist. s in  tv^/o  ad.jOi.ning  o?;*  ;oraCiic&lly  eh-joining 
states  were  advocating  different  methods  of  control  ana  .it  is  ou^  aim  to 
standardize  both  the  methods  of  doing  the  work  and  the  si!.t,]eGt  natter  used 
in  a.:.!  the  states  having  common  horticitltural  problems.  With  this  end  in 
view  we  have  visited  altogether  about  20  of  tne  stat3.s  during  the  past  ye^r  and 
we  trust  have  reached  every  one  doing  horticultural  extension  work  throu;;,,h 
tne  "Extension  Hortiailturist . 
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Death  Claims  Another  Horticulturcvl  Worker, 

In  tne  death  of  Dr,  Walter  Vein  Fleet  on  tne  night  of  Januctry  loth  at 
Miami,  Florida  , the  United  States  nas  lost  one  of  ti'^e  greatest  plant 
hybridizers  in  its  history.  Dr.  Van  Fleot  WoS  born  at  Piermont,  N.  Y.  in 
1857>  graduated  from  Hahnema-n  Medicc^l  College,  Philaaelphia  in  loSO  and  took 
post  grctd'oate  work  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia  in  18S6-7* 

He  practised  medicine  for  a number  of  years  near  Willicimspor t , Pennsylvc^nia, 
out  his  love  for  pl^nt  oreedixag  which  began  in  1880  so  took  possession  of 
him  that  in  18^2  he  gave  up  his  medical  practice  c^nd  devoted  himself  so 
plcht  work.  In  this  work  he  lived  successively  near  Meant  Vernon,  Virginia, 
with  the  Conard  & Jones  Company,  West  Grove,  Pa.,  in  western  Tennessee  cina 
in  IS'^^  he  vvent  to  the  trial  grounds  of  the  Rural  New  Yorker  at  Little  Silver, 
New  Jersey,  In  19L9»  Fleet  came  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultur 

to  take  up  pl&nt  breeding  work  and  where  he  remained  vntil  his  death. 


Among  Dr.  Van  Fleets  greatest  accomplishment s in  the  line  of  plant 
breeding  are  a number  of  very  excellent  varieties  of  roses  cxnd  a recent  cross 
between  the  chestnut  and  chinquapin  promises  a means  of  producing  good 
chestnuts  in  spite  of  the  ravages  of  the  chestnut  bark  disease.  Lately 
Dr.  Van  Fleet  had  tciken  great  interest  in  tne  establishment  of  tne  Depart- 
ment plant  breeding  station  near  Washington  and  his  death  will  prove  a great 
loss  to  tne  work.  Dr.  Van  Fleet  was  the  recipient  of  many  honors  including 
the  Geo.  White  Medal  of  Honor  for  eminent  services  in  horticulture  by  the 
Iviassacnusetts  Horticultural  Society,  the  greatest  honor  that  can  come  to 
horticulturists  in  this  country. 

Callers  at  this  Oiiice. 

Among  those  wno  have  called  v\/ithin  the  past  month  are  Prof,  T.C, 

Jclmison,  Director  of  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  at  Norfolk, 

Erof . C.  D.  ivlatthe^^s  and  Mr.  L,  H.  Nelson  of  tiie  State  Dep^^rtuient  of  mgri- 
culture,  Ikxleigh,  North  Carolina  and  Prof.  H.  A.  JonoS  of  tne  University 
of  Ivlaryland.  We  are  looking  lorward  to  tne  time  wnen  every  nort icuitural 
extension  worker  in  tne  states  will  get  into  Vi/a,shingt on  once  a year  at 
least  and  have  some  time  to  spend  with  us.  IvILny  of  tnose  who  do  come 
scarcely  have  tiu.e  to  pass  the  time  of  day  out  we  would  like  to  naVe  t/ie 
boys  hang  aroiand  long  enough  for  us  to  acquaint  them  with  some  of  tiie  things 
we  nave  nere  in  the  Department,  Our  time  is  limited  but  vve  always  have  time 
to  visit  with  those  who  are  doing  extension  work  in  tne  states.  Come  often 
boys  and  stay  longer. 

Meeting  of  Southern  A.gri cultural  Workers 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  February  21  to  2 j) . 

Arrangements  are  being  rrade  i or  a very  ixuport^nt  meeting  of  tne  Horti- 
cultural Section  of*  tne  Southern  Agricultural  Worxers  at  Atlanta,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  many  of  the  soutnern  horticult'oral  extension  worxers  can  be  pres- 
ent. The  svveet  potato  will  again  receive  special  attention  on  the  program 
out  there  are  a number  of  problems  relative  to  extension  methods  as  aj-plied 
to  horticulture  that  need  to  be  presented  and  thoro'mhly  discussed.  The 
committee  on  horticultural  extension  are  responding  heastily  to  our  request 
for  suggestions  and  we  will  have  something  tentative  to  present  at  the  meet- 
ing. Meet  us  at  Atlanta. 
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American  Society  for  Horticult-urc^l  Science. 


The  A,  S.  H.  S.  iiad  a splendid  meeting  in  Toronto  with  mbcut  bO  memoers 
present.  The  progrcjn  vv^s  imnsuc^lly  good  one.  There  were  6 adaresses  on 
sjctsnsion  chases  of  horticnlt'iirc4.1  Vvorh  hut  owing  to  tne  absence  oi  a memoers, 
only  4 of  these  papers  were  recj-d.  Messrs,  iviarsnall  and  Fat  rand  discussed 
extension  work  in  fruit  growing  in  Michigan,  Messrs  Prettyme^n  and  i'audervort 
gave  a second  report  on  tne  c-emonstiahion  community  packing  house  in 
Virginia,  Prof.  Ralston  of  Virginia  discussed  fruit  production  as  influenced 
by  the  time  of  application  of  nitrogenous  fertilisers,  rrof.  H,  A«  Carviineul 
told  about  the  control  of  the  striped  cucumber  beetle  and  anthrac-nose  on 
watermelons  by  use  of  dust  sjj raying  in  Missouri,  dwing  to  tne  absence  of 
Messrs*  Oscamp  of  New  York  and  Gifiord  of  Wisconsin^  two  ver^e  interesting  ex- 
tension papers  were  not  given,  but  tnese  will  appear  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  Society. 


Agricultural  Conference. 

The  big  agricultiiral  conference  held  in  Washington  at  the  Cull  of  the 
President  and  the  Secrettiry  of  Agriculture,  nas  been  productive  of  great  good 
in  that  it  'nas  brought  forth  a free  expression  of  opinions  and  given  a better 

understanding  of  txxe  rsc,!  agricultural  situc^tion.  One  point  which  stood  out 
a bove  all  others  was  tlocxt  sou'ething  must  be  done  to  increase  the  'buying  poser 
of  the  farmers*  do-ux.=tr,  also  tnat  the  wheels  of  di  stri  out  ion  must  ce  greased 
in  order  that  the  farmer,  may  get  a larger  share  of  tne  consiimers*  dollar.  Tr.e 
conference  recognized  the  services  of  transp or tation  ..xud  distrioution  agencies 
'but  sought  a remed;-"  for  abuses  of  the  system.  Cooperative  organization  of  the 
farmers  waS  proposed  as  the  most  iiiportant  factor  in  "he  solution  of  the 
agricultural  problem  for  tne  future. 

Closer  Cooperation. 

We  would  like  even  closer  cooperation  with  state  specialists  this  ye^r 
t han  ever  before.  We  must  confess  some  disappointment  because  more  of  the 
men  do  not  write  us  in  response  to  o’or  re^iuests  for  information  for  use  in 
the  "Extension  Eorticulturist,"  Let  us  have  anytnirxg  good  that  siiould  be 
p assed  along  to  tne  others.  Don't  forget  that  we  always  give  full  credit 
for  everything. 

V/,  R.  Beattie, 

Extension  Horticulturist. 


C.  ?,  Close, 

Extension  Pomologist, 


